February 10, 2004

Town Board Minutes

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, February 10, 2004 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilmember



FRANCES X. FARRELL


Councilmember



ANN LINDAU



Councilmember



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilmember

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS/Director



R. BOYLE – LASHER


DOTS/Asst. to Dir.



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES/Director



JEFF TKACS



DES/Safety & Security



PETER McMILLAN


Purchasing & Tech. Dir.



CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN

Dep. Town Clerk/Steno

* * * * * * * * * *     

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *       

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Brownie Troop #1325 from George Washington Elementary School and Girl Scout Troop #2154 from Copper Beech Middle School led all present in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *       

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS on PROJECTS and ISSUES

Supervisor Puglisi reported that the Town is currently working with the Westchester Land Trust in a fairly new concept called “conservation easements.”  This is a program wherein the property owner gets tax benefits for giving a conservation easement with the Town receiving open space in return.

There is currently a property owner who has been before the Planning Board for a number of years who originally started out asking for fourteen homes on a fifty-eight acre parcel of land.  That was ultimately reduced to four homes by the Planning Board. Now the gentleman has entered into a conservation easement with the Westchester Land Trust  that will preserve forever forty-eight acres of land.  On the remaining ten acres there will be only two homes.

Supervisor Puglisi termed this a “win – win situation” for everyone involved. The Town will be adding forty-eight acres to its open space - increasing such space over the last twelve years by sixty-six percent.

* *    
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS,  (cont.)

A Staff Committee of employees’ peers meets on a regular basis and they recommend their selection of Employee of the Quarter. Supervisor Puglisi said it is her great honor to introduce the recipient for the fourth quarter of the year 2003, Steven Clausen, a Motor Equipment Operator for DES/Highway Division with expertise in tree trimming

Supervisor Puglisi gave a brief synopsis of Mr. Clausen’s tenure with Cortlandt since 1991.

Councilmember Cerreto presented Steve with an award.

* *      

For the last four years a very excellent committee comprised of Town residents, Town staff, Town Board members and a consultant have been working on a comprehensive plan known as the Master Plan, a vision and guide and tool for where we want to go in our community as far as open space, rational growth, etc.  This will be the second Master Plan adopted during Supervisor Puglisi’s administration, the last in 1992.

New York State recommends that a Master Plan be either upgraded or redone every ten years.

The draft Master Plan will be up on the Town’s website tomorrow morning, www.townofcortlandt.com, for everybody’s review.  A Public Hearing will be held on

April 20, 2004.

* * * * * * * * * *      

ROLL CALL

Roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman at 7:40 p.m. indicated all Town Board members were present.

* * * * * * * * * *      

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmembers Sloan and Cerreto moved that the minutes of the January 13, 2004 meeting of the Town Board be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      

PUBLIC HEARINGS

(All Public Hearings conducted during this meeting are to be found fully transcribed in the Official Public Hearing Book on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

1.  Reconvene a Public Hearing to consider construction of a wireless communication facility by Sprint Spectrum L.P. at 477 Albany Post Road or an alternate site under consideration by the Town Board.

Supervisor Puglisi said this will be adjourned to the April 20, 2004 meeting.  Since there was public notification, the Supervisor asked for anyone wishing to speak.

There was no one wishing to speak and the Public Hearing was adjourned to April 20, 2004 on motion made by Councilmember Cerreto, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *     
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Public Hearing to consider an amendment to the Wetland’s Ordinance to provide for extensions of permits.

Town Clerk Dyckman read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:42 p.m. and asked Town Attorney Tom Wood for a preface statement.

T. Wood said many of the Wetland’s Permits are issued by the Planning and Zoning Boards and they are part of an approval process wherein these boards grant other permits that may have an expiration period that is longer than the Wetland’s Permits.  By this amendment to the Local Law, the length of the permits will be coordinated to be the same, allowing the Wetlands Permit to be extended.

There were additional speakers and the Public Hearing was closed on motion of Councilmember Lindau, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.

* *     

Councilmembers Lindau and Farrell then moved for adoption of the following legislation:

RESOLUTION NO. 61-04 – RE:  Adopt a Negative Declaration in the matter of a Wetland’s Ordinance amendment.
* *    

LOCAL LAW NO. 3-04 – RE:  Adopt a Local Law amending the Wetland’s Ordinance to provide for extensions of permits.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *     

Public Hearing to consider a franchise agreement with Cablevision

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:44 p.m.

Emilie Spaulding, Director of Government and Public Affairs for Cablevision, said she and members of the cable committee have worked with the Town Board for almost two years to reach this point. 

There are 172 miles of cable line in Cortlandt with 8,600 cable households, representing seventy-nine percent of the people in Cortlandt.  She gave a few of the highlights of what the new contract is going to hold, as well as discussing state of the art equipment that will be used.

Glen Bucher, longtime chairman of the Cable TV Advisory Board, said Cablevision is entitled to the renewal of their franchise agreement by law.  The Town cannot regulate programming nor pricing.  He went over some of the highlights of the franchise agreement with Cablevision over the previous years, noting the changes that have occurred to make the agreement narrower in scope.  He said there is need for a government access channel that is run entirely by the Town.  He talked of improvements that are being made to the current system which will enhance service to Town residents.
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

Re:  Cablevision franchise

Councilmember Lindau said the Town has been working to offer a senior citizen discount for cable service and this will become effective when the agreement is signed.

E. Spaulding said a discount of thirteen percent off the basic service will be offered to persons sixty-two years of age and over having a limited entertainment budget.  Although hardship will not have to be proven, it will be determined by prior cable services subscribed to.

Allen Kester,  Amberlands, said he didn’t feel the offering to senior citizens was very generous.  He said they’re expanding their service without advertising that their one wire carries cable, the internet and telephone.  

E. Spaulding said the Town receives about $500,000 in fees for the cable lines in the street.  She said this is the same senior discount offered throughout Westchester.  Yorktown has a different package because they renewed their franchise about four years earlier.  Cablevision offers a lot of tickets to seniors for special events such as the Christmas spectacular, sports games.

Allen Kester said he moved out of Yorktown five years ago.  He had been receiving senior discounts for a number of years and there were no restrictions.

E. Spaulding said the discount in Yorktown is now exactly the same as that being offered in Cortlandt.  The discount Mr. Kester referred to was already in place when the franchise agreement was taken over by Cablevision and has now been grandfathered in to make it conform to other agreements throughout Westchester.

G. Bucher said there are only certain things that we have the ability to negotiate in the franchise agreement at the present time.

Councilmember Lindau said this could change since there are currently some pending court actions.

Councilmember Farrell said it was his knowledge that the agreement being considered is written in such a way that if additional revenue streams become available because of future Court decisions, can the Town get in on it.

T. Wood said the authority of the Towns has been greatly eroded over the years by the Federal Communications Commission with respect to franchise agreements.  It is now beyond the scope or the ability of the Town to regulate or negotiate the contents of the programming, what channels are going to be offered and, also, to regulate the rates.  That is now the jurisdiction of the FCC.  Anything that is done on the Town level is regulated by the New York State Public Service Commission. 

The Town is protected in Section 1.9 if and when the Courts or the FCC decides the cable modems.

T. Wood said the Town authorized an audit to be conducted by the PSC with respect to the franchise fee collected from Cablevision to ensure we were getting all the revenue amounts.  Based on their report the amount is correct.  Under this contract the Town will receive an extensive amount of equipment with the concept being that it will enhance the ability to broadcast any programs the Town participates in.  In addition, the contract provides that technical assistance and service will be provided by Cablevision to us by their experts so the equipment will be kept in the best performing capabilities.  It also provides for replacement of equipment up to $5,000 during the term of the agreement.
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

Re:  Cablevision franchise agreement

T. Wood opined that this proposal seems to be giving the Town the most with very little or no impact to the rate payers on cable.

A. Fisher, Cortlandt resident, asked that the Public Hearing be adjourned for one month to give Town residents further opportunity to say what it wants from this monopoly.  Included in this agreement should be the concise level of service Cablevision will provide to its customers as well as to Town government.  The Town has not asked the 8600 Cortlandt customers what their level of service has been nor what they would like to see for the next ten years.  He said the service level agreement should include penalties if Cablevision fails to meet certain criteria. 

A. Fisher took exception with the manner in which the Town Clerk had published notification of this Public Hearing  He said there were many areas of the community that had not been reached out to including schools, local charitable agencies, libraries, etc.

Councilmember Sloan said Mr. Fisher is not aware of any of the negotiations that the Town has had as a corporation with regard to Cablevision.  As to public notification of the hearing, he said Cortlandt’s notification goes above and beyond what is required.  He said there is a practicality involved in the notification process and the Town follows procedure very well.

Mr. Fisher complained of  local programming, saying the scheduled shows did not take place as listed on the screen.  He further complained that the channel numbers sent by Cablevision do not coincide with the actual channel numbers.  Calls to their customer service line are not satisfactorily answered.

There was no one further who wished to speak and the Public Hearing was closed at 8:36 p.m. on motion made by Councilmember Farrell, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *     

Councilmembers Farrell and Sloan moved for adoption of the following legislation:

RESOLUTION NO. 62-04 – RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of a Franchise Agreement with Cablevision.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 63-04 – RE:  Authorize a Franchise Agreement with Cablevision.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *            

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

Supervisor Puglisi noted the large number of residents in the audience who are very concerned about the Amberlands renters’ Memorandum of Understanding with the landlords.  She said even though there is not an item on the agenda, she will give them the opportunity to speak now.
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HEARING of CITIZENS, (cont.)

She said the Town Attorney has been working with the tenants and the landlords to prepare the best possible Memo of  Understanding to protect and assist the tenants.  The Town also established a Tenant/Landlord Advisory Board, chaired by Rosemarie Boyle-Lasher.

Councilmember Farrell said this is a departure from the standard first Hearing of Citizens which deals only with agenda items and asked for assurance from the Supervisor that any speakers from Amberlands be heard first and not mixed in with speakers on agenda items only.

Speaker:  Karen Kachitu, 22 Baltic Place.

Subject:   Thirteen percent rent increase is too high.

* *        

Speaker:  Maria Banes, Building 30 on behalf of the Amberlands Community.

Subject:    How can the Town Board defend itself over a 9% or 13% rent  increase      over two years every two years.  Every one of the seven items of good faith have been breached by the landlord.  

T. Wood said he’s aware that this is very frustrating for tenants, however the Town has two sides it’s trying to work with and, from his perspective, both sides are attempting to resolve this.  The agreements will be retroactive to June 1st, 2003.  He also said that certain people are paying amounts higher than they will be paying if the MOU amounts are implemented in the new lease.  Those leases will go out in a week or so and there will be a meeting with a representative of the tenants, a landlord and representative of the Town who will meet with the tenants who can then sign the lease.  This will be done first so these tenants can get credit for the extra money they have paid.

The Town Attorney said it’s a very difficult situation, but they are working diligently to get on each situation and manage it.

* *     

Speaker:  Dale Novak, Esq., 5 Baltic Place, representing landlords.

Subject:   In process of redoing entire lease to make it universal.

Councilmember Sloan asked for a spread sheet listing lease informatio on all four hundred apartments.

Supervisor Puglisi asked that the matter be expeditiously handled so that the tenants receive the relief that they desire and need.  There will be a meeting on Thursday at 4 p.m. at the Town Attorney’s office and the deadline will be four weeks from this date.

* *       

Speaker:  Allan Kester, 29A Amberlands
Subject:   Landlords keep faulty records.

* *     

Supervisor Puglisi called for a two minute break.

When the meeting reconvened, the Supervisor asked for any additional residents wishing to speak on agenda items only.

Speaker:  Raymond Reber, 10 Bonnie Hollow Lane, Montrose.

Subject:   Against lifetime medical insurance benefits for prior Supervisor DiGiacomo.  (Read statement which is affixed to the original copy of this document.)
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BID REPORTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *       

REPORTS

Councilmembers Sloan and Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed:

2003 technology report and the annual report from DOTS/Code Enforcement.

Revised water collection report from December, 2003 from the Receiver of Taxes.

January – 2004 from DES/Office for the Aging, Purchasing Department, DOTS/

Water Division, Receiver of Taxes, Town Justices and Town Clerk.

Discussion:  Councilmember Sloan referred to the Technology Report saying it is a multiple page document of things accomplished throughout the Town of Cortlandt by Melissa Hoffman and Peter McMillan.  To compare that report with one written three years ago would indicate how far the Town has come with regard to progressing in technology to help our citizens and reduce our costs.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Memo from the Town Attorney with respect to revisions to special permitted uses in residential zones.
* *     

Recommendations from the Planning Board with respect to exemption of contractor’s yards in a residential zone.

* *      

Report from DES with respect to the Croton School District and tennis courts indicating Cortlandt Recreation has a long standing policy of not providing any recreation services within Village limits.

* *      

Letters from thirteen (13) residents with respect to renewable energy.  Refer, also to the DOTS Director.
* *       

Semi-annual site access letter dated December 2003 from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to Entergy.

* *      
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

Reports from the Traffic Safety Committee with respect to the following referrals:

a. Parking on Route 202 near Gymnastic City.  (J. Seidler)

b. Scenic Drive speed limit signs near Furnace Dock Road.  (R. Milano

c. Sunset Road and Montrose Point Road, 4 way stop signs.  (M. Marussich.)

d. Helena  Avenue and High Street, stop signs.  (L. Clark)

e. Montrose Station Road.  (J. Jessup)

f. Dimond/ Hill N Dale Avenue, signage.  (L. Puglisi and A. Minogue.)

g. Cortlandt train station safety issues.  

h. Route 9A at Albany Post Road south.

i. Route 6 and Locust Avenue  (K. McLoughlin.)

* *      

A petition from Triglia Development Corporation to establish a sewer district at Roundtop.  Refer to DOTS Director and the Legal Department.   

AMENDED to include:

RESOLUTION NO. 64-04 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for March 9, 2004 on the proposed establishment of a sewer district at Roundtop.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS

Corespondence:

Councilmember Farrell moved the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

A request from the Cortlandt/Croton Center for the Arts for a sculpture park at Oscawana Island.  Refer, also to the DES Director and the Recreation Supervisor.

* *

A copy of a proposed bill from Assemblywoman Galef to give  the security officers at Indian Point certain powers of peace officers.  Refer, also to the Legal Department.

* *

Letter from Barbara Campbell Weter with regard to her property at 21 Cook Lane, Croton.  Refer, also, to the Legal Department.

* *

Petition signed by fifteen residents in the neighborhood of Tommy Thurber Park requesting the adult swing set not be replaced with a child’s set and that the north side of the park be cleaned of brush.  Refer, also, to DES and DOTS, PRC Advisory Board.
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell urged his colleagues to try to address the concern that this petition discusses in the Town’s effort to continually improve and maintain our parks and other facilities.  This park was redesigned to eliminate the swings which people have gotten used to using over the decades.  

* *     

Letter from Linda Whitehead, Esq.  representing the owners of a parcel of land at the intersection of Route 202 and Lexington Avenue with respect to the 2003 draft Master Plan.

* *    

The 2003 Road Surface Management System Report.

* *       

Letter from Robert and Sabina Marino requesting a “no parking sign” on Whittier Avenue.  Refer, also, to DES.

* *      

Letter from Diane Alden with respect to conditions on Quaker Bridge Road.  Refer, also, to DOTS and DES.

* *      

Letter from Mike and Eileen Stivale with respect to a drainage pipe on Westbrook Drive.  Refer, also, to DOTS and DES.

There were no further comments.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

NEW BUSINESS

Resolutions:

Councilmembers Sloan and Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted:

RESOLUTION NO. 65-04 – RE:  Appoint Co-deputies for the Purchasing Department.  AMENDED to Appoint one Deputy.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the appointee is Faye Heady, an employee of the Town for over twenty years.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 66-04 – RE:  Appoint a temporary Fire Inspector.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said Mr. R. Conlon has retired and he will be appointed for a one month period.  The Town is in the process of interviewing to fill the vacancy.

* *       
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Resolutions, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 67-04 – RE:  Appoint members to the Economic Challenge Committee and designate chairperson.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 68-04 – RE:  Appoint members to the Pride in Cortlandt Committee and designate a chairperson.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 69-04 – RE:  Appoint members to the Save Our Lakes Ponds and Streams Committee and designate a chairperson.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 70-04 – RE:  Appoint members to the Cortlandt Architectural Review Council and designate the chairperson.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 71-04 – RE:  Appoint members to the Cortlandt Veterans’ Committee and designate the chairperson.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 72-04 – RE:  Appoint members to the Alarm Appeals Board and designate the chairperson.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 73-04 – RE:  Appoint members to the Cable Advisory Board and designate the chairperson.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 74-04 – RE:  Appoint members to the Town Electrical Board and designate the chairperson.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 75-04 – RE:  Appoint members to the Town Plumbing Board and designate the chairperson.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 76-04 – RE:  Appoint representatives to the Historic Rivertowns of Westchester.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 77-04 – RE:  Appoint members to the Hudson Highlands Gateway Task Force and designate a chairperson.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked all the volunteers for all their efforts.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       
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Resolutions, (cont.)

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted as amended, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 78-04 – RE:  Receive and file the 2003 Draft Master Plan and schedule a Public Hearing to be held on April 20, 2004.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi asked that the resolution be amended to include:

AMENDED:  Refer to the Planning Board.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 79-04 – RE:  Authorize a resolution to direct the preparation of the G.E.I.S.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 80-04 – RE: Authorize the Draft Master Plan to be placed on the Town’s website beginning February 11, 2004.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 81-04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute the 2003 Ambulance Agreements with the Village of Croton and the City of Peekskill.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 82-04 – RE:  Authorize $1,700 to Cortlandt/Croton Council for the Arts as matching grant for the creation of a flagpole project at Oscawana Park.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said we are very excited about this project.  There will be lovely sculptures at the Oscawana Island Park that is leased from Westchester County with a matching grant from the Westchester Arts Council..

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 83-04 – RE:  Designate the polling locations within the Town for 2004.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 84-04 – RE:  Authorize the purchase of G.I.S. software.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said this is a project that has been under discussion for a number of years and the Town is excited that it is moving forward.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 85-04 – RE:  Revise the Town’s Health Insurance Policy with respect to non-union Town retirees.

Discussion:  Councilmember Sloan said a number of months ago the Town wrestled with the issue of what was the law in 1992 pertaining to this issue.  Why were certain people prior to 1992 receiving benefits and what should be the guidelines for the law going forward with respect to elected officials and health benefits.  The Town finally came up with a resolution to proceed ahead which may be slightly revised tonight. 
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Resolutions, (cont.)

Councilman Sloan, (cont.) : It’s a good resolution and calls for a number of things that Mr. Reber brought up earlier in the meeting.  Despite the time that was spent on this over the last six months, Councilmember Sloan said it began to bother him that there seemed to be an unfairness that Supervisor DiGiacomo, having served ten years as Supervisor, and a number of years prior to that in Town government, was not getting benefits as compared to others who were who did not have nearly the leadership job that he did.  Since it was a matter of Town Board discretion as to what to do, and since it would have a negligible impact on the Town budget, he feels it would be appropriate to include him under the umbrella that other people are currently enjoying.

Councilman Sloan said Mr. DiGiacomo’s personality is not at issue here.  Rather, it is the issue of appropriate credentials.

Councilmember Sloan gave assurances that there is absolutely no political linkage between Mr. DiGiacomo’s personal gain and Mr. Sloan gaining a line on the Independence Party.      

Councilman Sloan ended his comments by saying he feels a good sense of fairness in voting for extending the benefits to a man who served the Town for ten years.

Supervisor Puglisi said there was an informal practice prior to her becoming Supervisor in 1992 and almost all of the people except for the current Town elected officials received health benefits because of their current status.  In the second month of her first term, a resolution was passed to tighten up the health benefit policy to make it more formal and to clarify it.  She said the three people involved in this proposed amendment tonight served prior to her term as Town Supervisor.  She said two of these three persons wrote to the Town over a year ago asking the Town to correct the law so that they would receive coverage.

She said this is for elected officials and for appointed officials such as the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Planning Board to tap into the Town’s health insurance policy.  Elected officials do not receive any other benefits such as overtime expenses, compensation time, flex time, accruals of sick or vacation time, longevity, liquidation pay, when they leave office.  

There are seventeen former and current officials on the list that is being discussed by the Town Board.  Ten of those seventeen are current elected officials.  Five of them are former elected officials and two are spouses of former elected officials who have passed away.

Supervisor Puglisi said this will not impact the Town taxpayers because the monies have been appropriated in the budget.

Councilmember Lindau said she has great concerns about this.  She does not feel it’s appropriate to go back in time to give somebody benefits that they weren’t entitled to at the time that they left office, regardless of who they are.

Secondly, she wondered how many other people will come forward and request the same benefits.  There is no legal opinion on whether this is binding forever.

Councilmember Farrell said this issue has come up for five or six years.  Former Supervisor DiGiacomo has beseeched the Town Board on many occasions to give him the benefits to which he was not entitled.  The Board discussed this a number of times and always concluded that, based on the Town policy, he simply is not entitled to these benefits.
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Resolutions, (cont.)

Councilman Farrell said Mr. DiGiacomo’s personality never entered into these discussions, just whether or not he was entitled. His colleagues have failed to convince him that anything has changed since these other discussions.  Also, how the benefits were awarded to some of the people who would not necessarily be entitled to them.  Some of the board members have used this as a reason to award them to somebody else and Councilmember Farrell feels this is flawed logic.

He referred to Point No. 9 in the resolution dealing with Medicare and said although these points do not impact the budget, that doesn’t make it right.

He expressed his disappointment with the way this seems to be going.  He said he was not only asked by Supervisor DiGiacomo, he was overtly pressured politically to do this and this overture has colored his thinking on the whole topic.  He said he’s tried his best to follow the thinking of his fellow members on the board, but he is not able to do so.

He agrees with Councilmember Lindau that this will lead to other people importuning the Town

Supervisor Puglisi said Mr. Rene Frayman, former Comptroller in the Town had also written to the board for this consideration.

Councilmember Farrell said Mr. DiGiacomo had also made the suggestion that he be reimbursed for the medical insurance coverages that he has incurred on his own since his date of  retirement from Cortlandt.

Supervisor Puglisi said he was asked this at the previous night’s work session and said no, he would not make such a request.

Councilmember Lindau questioned if the Town says he is entitled to this benefit and that the Town made a mistake in not providing him with it, what is to prevent him from then asking for reimbursement of other medical coverage.

Councilmembers Cerreto said he agrees with everything that Councilman Sloan said.  It is a discretionary policy and he is concerned about people coming forward and saying they also are entitled.  He said there have been prior modifications and it can also be amended in the future.

He said he has not been at any time approached by Mr. DiGiacomo or any  representative of the Independence Party for any political favors.

Supervisor Puglisi said politics had nothing to do with her vote.  She was unopposed in the last election.  When she has accepted the Independence Party line she has gone to interviews in the City of Yonkers where she was interviewed in a room with fifteen people present by the Chairman of the Westchester County Independence Party line.

Supervisor Puglisi asked for a polled vote of the board:



Councilmember Sloan

Yes,



Councilmember Cerreto

Yes,



Supervisor Puglisi


Yes,



Councilmember Lindau

No,



Councilmember Farrell

No.

The resolution was declared adopted.
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Resolutions, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 86-04 – RE:  Resolution to Westchester County DOTS Commissioner officially objecting to the reduction of county Beeline Bus routes in the Town of Cortlandt.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 87-04 – RE:  Resolution of Intent to participate in a conservation easement from the Westchester Land Trust with respect to the Washington Trails application.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 88-04 – RE:  Authorize a Stipulation of Settlement with respect to Quality Circle Products.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 89-04 – RE:  Accept a Letter of Credit for $5,000 as Maintenance Security from Bilotta Realty and Briga Enterprises to construct a contractor’s yard on Route 9A in Montrose,  in accordance with Planning Board Resolution No. 20-03.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE on all resolutions other  than Resolution No. 85-04 which was adopted by a polled vote of the board, as previously indicated.

* * * * * * * * * *       

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO. 90-04 – RE:  Re-appoint the Town Historians.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 91-04 – RE:  Authorize a family leave of absence for Marykim Cesarini in the Recreation Division of DES.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 92-04 – RE:  Authorize a fee for customer non-compliance with the new DES radio water meter program.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 93-04 – RE:  Authorize an award for a Professional Service Contract with respect to bridge inspections at three locations within the Town.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 94-04 – RE:  Award a contract for drainage work in the area of John Cava Lane.

* *     
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RESOLUTION NO. 95-04 – RE:  Award a contract for drainage work in the area of Helena Avenue.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 96-04 – RE:  Authorize the DES to apply for the Hudson River Valley Greenway Award.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 97-04 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 37-96 with respect to the Town overtime policy.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 98-04 – RE:  Accept two Letters of Credit each in the amount of $5,000 in accordance with Planning Board Resolution No. 7-02 for property known as Luposello’s Garage Inc.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *    

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *      

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *       

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* * * * * * * * * *     

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *       

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m. on motion of Councilmember Sloan, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN









Town Clerk
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